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RAISING
KIDS
RIGHT

Marjorie Lim, 36,

oeie and family

mother to Rosemarie,
cight and a half;
Nicholas, six and a half:
Martin, four, and
Mariclla, two, ha

attended several

parenting workshops
organised by the Familv Ennichment Society, a non-profit, private initiative
bovmded in 1998 by a group of concerned parents who share the common goal
of enhancing the state of society by educating the sociely’s core unit, which is
the Fq"T'Iil]-' The maost memorable ane for her was a two-chy Raise Yo Cluld
Right conference which was held two vears ago

In particular, Marjoric found the tip on having repular one-to-one Fime
with each child very helpful, “When there 15 a loving relationship, it is easier
to make demands on our children when the need arises. This also creates o
st rong bond of |II{'I'|(|\|]'ir| s0 that when fhi_':l. reach tTher h-;--|-___|£.r_: VEATS |||_:.:,.
would still fumn to us for
advice and guidance,
mstead of their friends
who may give them

Raise Your Child Right workshops are
organised by Family Enrichment Socicty. These
are bwo-chay events to help parents and educators
discover what makes for successful parenting and
fammuly Tike

The next Raise Your Child Right
conference will be held on 3 and 4 September at
The Legends at Fort Canning, Sce *5 Things To
Do In September’ on pl0 for more details,
For more mformation contact 8106 1544
or 8106 1592
email familyfirst2005@ familyes.org.sg or
go to www.familves.org.se

erroncous ideas,” muses
the clinic manager who
is married to a teacher,

Cyprian, 41.

The one-to-one time
warked for her and
second cluld, Nicholas
“When [ only had three
children, | noticed one
dav that mv middle son,
Micholas, then three and
a half, was verv clase to
Iis sister, This in atself
was Fine, but he seemed
to have very little interest in his parents. If we were gomng somewhere, he
would come only if his sister came. | realised | had been neglecting him
because he was nght in the middle, with a baby after him.”

Marjorie took him out for lunch alone one dav after nurserv sehoal. “He is
a naturally quict bov so he didn't talk very much, but | noticed that he was
very happy throughout the lunch. That lunch was 2 turning point in our
f'-'l-lfl"'ll\l'llp Since then, we ha ¢ been very close and he ENjovs 4;]1_1|!|||5" with

me whenever he is in the mood,” notes Marjoric

Challenges

‘One of the things we realised quickly was to educate primarily by example,”
Marjorie shares. "When we first tried to get our kids to tidy up their hooks
and stationery. it was an uphill task. We realised that it was probably because

Zitodav's parents
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She and Cypnian decided to re-onganise
their study room with the kids. “We discarded
the things we didn't need to create space.

We invested in inexpensive vet very presentable-
looking cabinets from the neighbourhood shop.
We assigned a home for evervthing and set a new
rule: there should be nothing on the study table
except during work, art and plav periods. Now
the children are much more enthusiastic about
keeping the study room tidy.”

Connnents Wendy Chua, counsellor, former
school psyehologist of Raffles Institution and
author of All Kids R Gifted, “1 acknowledge
Marjorie for taking the initiative to reach out
lo Nicholas, When parents date each of their
children, I suggest that thev avoid comparing
them with cach other. Use the time to get to
know each other and not to bring out wrong
doings or eriticism. We teach our kids love by
being loving. We teach paticnce by being patient.
When the kids are taking action, every little
progress must be affinmed until it is internalised.
When affirming the child, point oul specific
actions, such as, “You cleared away vour tovs, that
was good”.’

SCHOOL SUPPORT

Schools are also a good source of parcnting

support. The Ministry of C ity
Development. Youth and Sports, partners schools
in ottermg parenting sessions. Many schools also
bring rarenting cxperts from volunteer
welbare organisations

racey Mg, 37, a full-time mother of five =

Denise, 12; Danielle, 10, Debbie, eight. and
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